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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BUKA VU 00057 201029Z 

ACTION AID-59 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EUR-12 ISO-OO INR-10 10-14 MED-03 
NSAE-00 PA-02 HA-05 CA-01 OES-07 ICA-20 CIAE-00 
HEW-06 FDRE-00 DODE-OO SP-02 SCS-06 PER-05 COME-OO 
/163W 

001041 201239Z/53 

R 200926Z JUN 78 
FM AMCONSUL BUKAVU 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0482 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY BUJUMBURA 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMEMBASSY KIGALI 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
AMCONSUL LUBUMBASHI 

UNCLAS BUKAVU 0057 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SWEL, ECON, CG BY 

SUBJECT: CHOLERA EPIDEMIC IN EASTERN ZAIRE 

1 . IN RECENT WEEKS CHOLERA FROM TANZANIA HAS CROSSED 
LAKE TANGANYIKA INTO ZAIRE. CASES HAVE BEEN REPORTED 
ALL ALONG THE LAKE FROM KALEMIE TO UVIRA. ESTIMATES 
OF THE EXTENT OF THE EPIDEMIC VARY BUT MOST MEDICAL 
AND MISSIONARY SOURCES CLAIM ABOUT ONE HUNDRED DEATHS 
SO FAR IN UVIRA AND NEARBY VILLAGES ALONE. TRAVELLERS 
TO THE STRICKEN AREAS REPORT THAT THE ATMOSPHERE IS 
ONE OF GREAT DISTRESS CAUSED BY THE EPIDEMIC AND BY THE 
LACK OF SUFFICIENT VACCINES AND SERUMS. AUTHORITIES 

ARE CONCERNED THAT THE DISEASE MAY REACH BUKAVU. 

2. THE BORDER BETWEEN ZAIRE AND BURUNDI HAS BEEN CLOSED 
AND FISHING ON LAKE TANGANYIKA HAS BEEN REDUCED. MUCH 
OF THE COMMERCE OF BUKAVU AND SOUTH KIVU IS THROUGH 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BUKAVU 00057 201029Z 

BURUNDI OR TANZANIA, SO THAT THE REGION'S ALREADY AILING 
ECONOMY WILL BE FURTHER DISRUPTED IF TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS 
CONTINUE. 
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